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[bookmark: _GoBack]How to Find National Science Foundation (NSF) Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) Programs

Adapted from the Olin College Post Graduate Planning web site:  http://www.olin.edu/pgp/docs/GettingAnREU.pdf

Step 1: Search for Current REUs

National Science Foundation REUs
Look up programs that have received funding from the National Science Foundation (NSF):
http://www.nsf.gov/crssprgm/reu/reu_search.cfm
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Main NSF REU web site

Click on the area of research that interests you, or use the keyword search to find more specialized results.


Other Summer Research

To find additional opportunities not funded by NSF, do a keyword search in a web browser.   Type in your major or your specific area of interest and the year (2017) followed by “REU” or by “summer undergraduate research” or by the acronyms SURE (summer undergraduate research experience) or SURP (summer undergraduate research program). 

Step 2: Explore your search results
As an example, here is a search for a mechanical engineering REU on the NSF web site:
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NSF site search results

Click on the link; if for some reason the link doesn’t work, go to the sponsor university’s main web site.  From there, search for REU or Mechanical Engineering Research to find the web page.  Some schools (like the Clarkson U. example below), have all their REU websites listed on one page, but usually you have to look department by department to find the mechanical engineering REUs vs. the math REUs vs. the materials science REUs.

Read the descriptions of the research at each site to find those that sound interesting to you.  You may also want to think about whether this is a school that you would like to attend for graduate studies.
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Clarkson College’s web page for all REUs at that university


Step 3: Apply

The more REUs you apply to, the better your chances!  On each one, check out the “eligibility” section to make sure you have the minimum requirements: GPA, major, class standing (sophomore, junior, senior), citizenship, etc.  If you don’t have the minimum requirements it is probably not worth your time to apply.

Also check the deadline to make sure it hasn’t passed.  Deadlines can be as early as January and as late as March.

Then note the application requirements.  They are usually:

1.   REU Program Application Form
2.   Two letters of reference, either uploaded by the person writing or mailed in a sealed and 
	signed envelope
3.   Official undergraduate transcript(s) – you have to order this from the University registrar
4.   Statement of interest in the program (sometimes called the” personal statement”), limited 
	to two pages, where you talk about relevant experiences and why you would make a s			successful researcher)

Usual Timeline:

Thanksgiving			The websites should be updated with 2019 information and 						applications.

Before Winter Break		Ask for letters of recommendations

Winter Break			Apply for at least six REUs (more would be preferable!)
		Send reminders to recommenders for REUs with an early (before 
		January  15th) due date

Spring Semester		Make sure recommendations have been sent


You could start receiving responses from the programs as early as February. Don’t despair though, mid- to late March, even mid- April is also reasonable.

REU Handout 1: Getting an REU      :  1

image1.jpeg
5 US NSF - REU - Search for

2 D/ www.nsf.gov/crssprarm freLren_s fi > O~ £~

Ol Backmerks [ Facebock | Home 3 M Web Messenger (B8 Verlog HDL Syrtax A » | (3 Other booknarks

SEARCH

A% q i .
Jspt National Science Foundation Srrre—
DA wrene viscovenies seain e

HOME | FUNDING | AWARDS | DISCOVERIES | NEWS | PUBLICATIONS | STATISTICS | ABOUT | Fastlane

Research Experiences

for Undergraduates
(Rev) Search for an REU Site

Froram sttaton S

For Students Engineering
Ethics and Values Studies

Internationsl Science and Enaineering
Materials Research

Mathematical Sciences

Ocean Sciences

Physics

Polar Programs

Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences

SEARCH BY RESEARCH AREAS/KEYWORDS:

* Search for an REU Site

For Faculty

Enter full or partial research areas/keywords separated by comma:
(e.g. geophysics, ecology, nano, rabot, ethics)

I

AND/OR STATE:

[ B [ print this page |





image2.jpeg
5 nefgov - P

(A

W 1sf.gov

Engineering
Biomedical Enginesring & Macromelacular
Saence

Clavaland, OH 44106

Clarkson University
REU Site Program in Environmental
Sciances and Engineering: Sustainable
Solutions to Emarging Environmental
Problams

Clarkson University
REU Sita: Enviranmantal Sciencas and
Engineering at Clarkson University
Ciull & Enuiranmental Enginearing
Patedam, NY 136995710

Clarkson University
REU Site: Nanoscale Science and
Engineerin for Materials Processing

% S NSF - REU - List

[) SearchResubsi REU | [ MFDCLab

Ol Bockmerks [ Facebock | Home 3 M Web Messenger (B8 Verlog HDL Syrtax A

xmGpe coruedy
Secondary: Dr. Steven J. £
2163684067

sie@po.curu.edu

Primary: Andrea Ferro
3152687645

aferroaclarkson.edy

Primary: Dr. Stafan 1. Grimberg
312.268-6450
arimberq@clarkson.edu
Secondary: Dr. Tom A Langen
3152687533
Hangen@clarkson.edu

Primary: Dr. John Moosbrugger
3152684425
mooze@clarkson.edu

Machanicsl & Asranautical Engineering
Potsdam, Y 13635-5725

Clemson University

ERC: Center for Advanced Enqinesring
Fibers and Films

Bioanginasring
Clemson, 5¢ 23634

Cleveland Clinic Foundation
Underaraduste Engineering in Medical
Research

Blomedical Enginasring

Clavaland, OH

Cleveland State University
ol Cart Fuounancay for

Secondary: Dr. Kathieen Issen
315.268-3880

izsenkagclarkson.edy

Primary: Dr. Lisa C. Banson
864-696-0417

Ibenson@clemson.edy

Primary: Philip Sanger, Ph.D.
2i6-£67-4565

> [ Other bookmarks

Av
Biomedical Enginsaring, Case
Westarn Resera University,
Clavaland, OH 44106-7207, (216)
368-8534, kagla

Abstract of Award

Research Topics /Keywords:
Enuiranmantal Stiencas and
Engineering

Abstract of Award

Research Topics /Keywords:
Enviranmental scisnces, dvil &
environmental enginesring
Abstract of Award

Research Topics /Keywords
Nanosacle Stiance, Matarial
Pracessing,

Asronauticsl Engineering
Abstract of Award
Cofunded: Department of Dafense
(0oD)

eering,

Research Topics /Keywords:
Enginearing Fibars and Films,
Bioenginasring

Comments: The Canter for Advanced
Engineering Fibers and Films (CAEFF)
at Clemson Univarsity proposes to be
3 i for & National Saence
Foundstion ERC Rasearch Experisnces
far Undergradustes pragram in the
Abstract of Award

Research Topics /Keywords:
Blomedical Enginesring
Abstract of Awand

Research Topics /Keywords: High-
i s s





image3.jpeg
s o - unding-Resear.., % IE) Clrkson Uriversty: REUP. [} Search Resuls: REU

> O- &~

(3 OlnBockmarks [ Fecehook | Home 3 MsN Web Messenger (BB Verlog HDL Syrtax A... (B Phota Sharing by MyP... (3 Pimacclo Four-In-0) (3 Other bocknarks

Clarkson

RESEARCH EXPERIENCES FOR UNDERGRADUATES

Home About Clarkson Academics Campus Life Research & Innovation Admission

Application
Social Activities

Research Projects

Important Dates

Life In Potsdam

[HR—

Other Programs.

Highlights

——

Clarkson Life

REU Program Information

REU Program Information

Clarkson University » REU - Research Experience for
Underaraduates

Obiectives

Program Information Schedule

Obiectives Finances and Housing
The objective of this summer program is to engage 3 diversified pool of

undergraduate students in first-class researsh projects in Enviranmental Research

Seiences and Engineering st Clarkson University. The program is funded

by the National Science Foundation through their Research Experiences T

for Undergraduates program.

SURE Symposium
Schedule

The schedule for the upcomming REU summer.





image4.gif
1 Recearch Eupetience and Mentorine





